
Otterburn Parish Council
Parish Clerk’s Report

2 December, 2009 – 29 January, 2010
Item 3a: Otterburn Hall Marquee:  The marquee was taken down during the third week in December, 
thereby resolving the breach of the planning condition concerning the seasonal restriction on its use.  In late 
December, while working on the submission to the Planning Inspectorate, I was informed that the appeal 
against the planning conditions had been withdrawn. 

Item 3c: Damaged safety barrier at Otterburn bus shelter: At the time of writing I have nothing further 
to report, having been unable to speak to the Northumberland County Council (NCC) Highways 
Department.  I hope to have contacted the department before the meeting and to be in a position to provide 
a verbal report.

Item 4: Appointment of New Parish Clerk: Interviews for the vacancy were held on Thursday, 10 
December at Otterburn Memorial Hall.  The three applicants were interviewed by the Chairman and Vice-
Chair, delegated by the Parish Council as the interview panel.  I was in attendance in a reception room to 
meet the applicants on their arrival and to answer any final questions they had.  The panel was formally 
organized, with a number of pre-agreed questions shared equally between the two interviewers.  Each 
interview lasted between twenty and thirty minutes.  After the interviews, I joined the panel for a summation 
and discussion.  The panel acknowledged the high standard and competence of all the applicants and agreed 
to appoint Martin Chilvers as the Parish Clerk Elect.  The Chairman then informed the successful applicant 
and spoke to the unsuccessful applicants, thanking them both for their interest in the vacancy and their public 
commitment.

I subsequently agreed a New Clerk Induction plan with the Chairman, based on the published Parish Clerk 
Role Description and Job Description.  Induction began on 7 January, 2010 with an informal discussion about the 
work generally and has been followed by three formal sessions focused on specific aspects of the Clerk’s role 
and responsibilities.  Additionally, the Clerk Elect joined me at an Agenda setting meeting with the Chairman 
on 28 January.  Three further induction sessions are planned with the Clerk Elect taking increased 
responsibility during February and March, aimed at completing the take-over by 31 March.  It might be 
necessary for me to play some part in the Annual Audit beyond 31 March and I am happy to be at the 
disposal of the Clerk Elect and the Parish Council in this or other matters beyond that date if absolutely 
required.

Item 5c: Invoice from PC World for purchase of printer for Clerk Elect:  You will be asked to approve 
an invoice totaling £109.99 including VAT for the purchase of a printer, with scanning, faxing and 
photocopying capabilities, for use by the Clerk Elect.  The purchase was agreed by the Chairman and Vice-
Chair.

Item 5d: Request for donation:  Great North Air Ambulance:  You will be asked to agree a donation to 
the Great North Air Ambulance.  A donation of £150 was given in the last financial year.  A letter from A. J. 
Drake, the GNAA Fundraising Manager reads:

As Fundraising Manager for the Great North Air Ambulance Service, I write annually to all Parish Councils within 
the North of England, to ensure that this vital service is maintained and to ask if they would consider making a 
grant from their budget to support our Charity.

The Great North Air Ambulance (Registered Charity Number 1092204) is currently responsible for the operation 
of air ambulance cover across our region, from the borders of Scotland down to North Yorkshire and from coast 
to coast.

The aim of the charity is to maintain and improve the Air Ambulance service here in our region. This essential 
service is the only effective way to transport seriously ill or injured patients to a place of definitive care, thereby 
saving life and unnecessary suffering, transporting patients from rural and urban areas.

As a registered Charity, we receive no government funding. The entire operation depends on finding ways 
to raise £3.6 million to keep this service operational, £1.2 million per aircraft per year.

Since September 2003 the Charity, in partnership with the James Cook University Hospital of North Tees, offers 
a full Helicopter Emergency Medical Service to the people of the North East and Cumbria.

Item 5e: Request for donation from Community Action Northumberland: You will be asked to agree a 
donation to this organization.  A donation of £50 has been agreed in the two previous financial years. The 
letter from David Francis, Director of CAN reads:
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We have always appreciated the support that many parish and town councils have given us. Alongside the 
donations from trusts, local authorities and DEFRA, the contributions from parish and town councils are vital in 
keeping our voluntary organisation in operation, thereby enabling us to provide advice, information and 
encouragement to local communities.

I am sure that you are well aware of the range of activities and services we offer, from reading our annual report 
and our regular newspaper 'CAN News'. We provide specialist advice to parish councils and to a much wider 
range of community groups, on such matters as building projects, grant aid, community-led plans, planning 
matters, constitutions, insurance, the law and licensing etc.

Our work complements the services of the Northumberland Association of Local Councils, through which we 
provide advice and help with parish councils matters such as local government law, accounting procedures, 
insurance, town and country planning, village greens etc. We will continue our countywide specialist support in 
this area, through the provision of the secretariat for NALC and assistance from our community development 
officers.  In particular we hope to make a positive contribution towards the local government reform procedures 
to the benefit of the Voluntary and Community Sector in Northumberland.

Community Action Northumberland's services will continue to be provided free of charge to the many groups 
around the county. A donation from your Parish Council will help us to continue to work with and on behalf of 
your community and others in the county. Can we suggest a minimum of £15 or more if you can afford it?

If you would like any further information, or perhaps some help with a particular problem please do get in touch. 
A member of staff is happy to attend meetings, daytime or evening, to help tackle any problems which a 
community may be facing.

Item 6a: NCC 20091049: Application to vary conditions on previous application; The Coach House, 
Brierley Gardens, Otterburn:    You will be asked to consider this planning application from Snaith Travel 
Ltd which seeks to make permanent the caravans provided on site and used as overnight accommodation for 
the company’s drivers.

Item 6b: NCC20091009: Retrospective permission: Raising of extension roof to match existing 
dwelling at The Dolphins, Leslies Drive, Otterburn: This planning application was received during the 
Christmas and New Year recess.  Because of the weather I was unable to circulate the details to all Parish 
Councillors.  I did email the details to four members and received no objection s from them.  I advised NCC 
Planning Department of this approval.

Item 6c: NCC20090898: Construction of single storey rear extension at Cairncroft, Burn View Drive, 
Otterburn: This planning application, discussed at the last meeting of the Parish Council, was approved by 
NCC on 12 January, 2010.

Item 7a: Land opposite Carter Cottages: I received copies of correspondence form NCC’s Senior 
Monitoring and Enforcement Officer in mid-January concerning “the outstanding planning breach relating to 
the two properties at the northern end of Mill Lane”.  The Enforcement Officer had recently written to both 
residences “about the need to implement the footpath which formed part of the original planning approval”. 
The occupants of both houses, the Chairman, the District Councillor and the Enforcement Officer have all 
spoken to one another and/or exchanged correspondence during the last two weeks.  The Chairman will give a 
verbal report at the meeting.

Item 7b: Severe weather requirements: Winter 2010: During the recent severe weather I was contacted 
twice by NCC, firstly to ask if the severe weather was causing any special problems in the village which 
required immediate attention (I asked for Denis’ Lane to be gritted) and secondly, to ask what the village might 
require next winter should the weather be as severe.  I suggested 1) that the Council might like to visit estate 
streets around the village with a tractor rather than the snow plough and clear the snow for the benefit of 
householders trying to get out to work and pedestrians and 2) that grit boxes could be helpfully placed at key 
locations in the village for the benefit of residents who clear their own drives and pavements.

Item 7c: Correspondence: 1) I have received the latest CPRE Newsletter which is available to any member 
wishing to read it; 2) I have been asked to submit an Otterburn item for the 2010 Tynedale Visitor Guide and 
will seek your agreement to my offering the same piece as two years ago (which appears on the Parish Council 
website); 3) The Chairman will present a letter received from Messrs Aimbaron Ltd., concerning the erection 
of a fence at Willowgreen blocking access to the RTC sports centre field across private land owned by 
Aimbaron.

Emma Anderson
29 January, 2010
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